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ARMENIAN NUMISMATIC JOURNAL is the quarterly publication of Ar- 
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Non-member subscription $6.00 per year. Single copies $2.00. 


Armenian Numismatic Journal, X 23 


QURLL-26eNhY Wun Uvhevor et 
(Swfvuwl IT) 


Pugytu ywyntp & Shu be VhPuwnwpbwt qupwepfpwutbpnid npw- 
uanp Ponqupyentd Ehu Gpyne Gqwiwhny, pnewqdau, npu wtbjfh pu- 
nncubyh En nt wmwpwonewd be dnijdwi: pnewgnidp Yunwpented En 
Uupopop ywupwunniws Yuppubph Uhfngny, npnig Ypwy pnpwanniwd 
Ep npwdthp whiff be bplpnpn bpbutbph Swhwnwl yunbpwnpybpp: 


Yuhptbnn ywnpwunbinig youny, upwig Upfbe noenew tp vb- 
nunouy Yynnwhp, Unepdhp JEY Supniwdhg Ynpwgnniwés yuunlbpubpp 
YEpwpuunnened Ehu Yynpwlh wy: bonGeu Suwqnyt dudvwtwlhubnhg 
felis Sennen POwY wyu ywng Gnu dp qnpoRE wiiinihn ywiywunrag vhu- 
25t 16-pn nuph YEubpp: Uwhwyt gun Jwupwwuinieprutop wwlwe pu 
puguywynnewd sou: Usw Be fpugne pepwpatuphep unp yuwyntupinniwd 
uhp ae! wnhy uguuwhnr@prcu nevh ghunifbwy §fudup: Uunpy Ge vpe- 
Uunuin a aneduliah Yubpubn gum phe bu yuwSywuneby: Unlwyt vba 
Swuwd onfuwhtbnhg 2guntph ywywtwabpvwt yun ehrun Gwuywop nul 
E nuntd unpwig YucbpwlwunetPpeup: 


frncuwhwu qnnwdiuanh Yuppuanpg vpuzte onu ywyuth En Spuq 
oppuml, ywonwunniws 18-pq ne: 1979 B. Yulny punuph ybiqnidub- 
pb dudwowl  ywyntvupbpnrbg ancuwhwe 16-pn qn. Geu Up yuh, npp 


Ll. 26Yntgniv~ Yupnugniwd 1988 @. Vupnf 23-pu 2UUZ Shunt Ppri- 

vonh Uyuntdpuyh Zuwqpunifbwu be Uqquannrftwt Puunpuncone: 
Stu U. &. Uwpwytuywt, 2. YU. Uwpquyws—UpStuunupywt fwy yu- 
Gut nnwwh Yubpubpr: uy 4ywlwt UUZ-new 1981-1982 fe. nwouw- 
yhu Wa i 


q pinwlyur 


pF. Us poy yuu: 
pulenitPheu, 1983, &9 49-50: 
2. A. H. Sorpad, AT ble MoHeT oI, Marepya ccAenoBRa 


mo _apxeoaomyn CCCP, No. 1 nulniw-Loupiqnun, ’ 29: 

3. TT. 1. Favinykos, T. B. Ceppyya, Monerheit wremmeAb TepBoy 
Trety XVI Beka uz Tekopa, Coperckaa apxeodonya, No. 1 (1982), 
E? 255: Stu twhe Pyotr Gaidukov, "16th Century Coin Die 
Found Near Pskov Mint Site," World Coin News, ‘mp. X (28 3ni- 
uhu 1983), Che 26, tf 3, 7: 
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foauts ubnpyugwguned & 30 Ud tplwantfbudp dng, wyuptpu~ Ydopbeh 
beh Jhp vwup: 


hue dopwptpnid § Sayywhywt nnwtbph Yupptbppu, wyw wynyh- 
uhp Upusbe ‘ u Spwmupulnews pb: Uyu mbuwitprupg vbpyuyug- 
inn wh? ae ey Guy yuu nnudh Yuppubpn Say qpwduqnapéniPbwt 
ewgunahl onfualubp bu: 4 


Inu h wnuphu tnbub Yubpn fppbupg tbplywwguned — 70 Uv pune 
jnigher abbot Maleat” (ump) onp nega wuned qnbR@t inn &, 
bul néyp appr. tbnutwynyd nununed & Sucwuwpwlnn pwnwthprup 
(Ptpwewusghen Ynqgdh tnlwpnc@peun 40 Uv): Uvhph Yapbrph nu2uh 
age Ginn thnufyp JEP? thn wapn.wd E npnwth re ky &nbuhf 

wyunuwy yunbonn (ipnuplp apmlaghdp 28 uu, Cannaebe pg. 7 Uw): 


“bnbrh yupep ppbupg tbphwyuguntw —E yynp dnq (tbpkwpnePpe~ 
up 90 i), anh ith Gulch Upay snougnn ius E aneath bntpann pte 
5 Swyunul ywnkbpunpyn (upwlwghdp’ 22 Ju): 2nnh Ybpbch Owhw- 
ap Unenth Swpntwétbnhg nnn2 guiind wyyudbencby & Ge pwytwgby: 

hugytu wunhl nwpwgpfwuned, wyuytu by vpstwnwpned npwlub- 
ph up fene wucinecan el ehh inyufhg . Guat pnnugqhg: Pfuuwnlninn 
Yuhpn Enhabhe t: UWuppubph Ynuninn ealperavonny gun optus 
fudun oqnwgqnnénil Eft an hunbeep (puneheon): bp4wyugnenng 
Yuppubph Ydnpwy yunwl Gnbined bu sshepecghobas oquugqnndvuu Sanmpb- 
pp: yunuytu oquwgqnnéneby & YEnwenn yneuunun, nph ghar the 
Yufpubph Ypwy ubndnewsd bu ng chwyt YEuuinn pnPwuwhtbnp, wy poe 
yunyanuanh npn? Uwtpwtwutbp* wnfedsp qypnetpn Ge yngn, Byqneine 
Ge ftwquinnh qqbumtbtpn be wyyt: 


Suwqnyt nnwvbph wnw? pu del bugyéu ie E, Uz2nwytu 
fonugpentd En ubppbeh wi 2wpd yuhph Ypwy, pwuh np npwlubph w- 
nufhu Gnbut'ph Ypwy npnewgqrard Eh wunnewéncPpcuubnh, oppwley- 
Eph ywnbptbpn, npnup Suvtvunwpwp wb fh pwpdpwnhp Eu, be 
wyu yunuguynid Yuppubph witwynetuneepecunp, Vonanh Yynpwhh Yynw- 
Jhg uwibjne Yuwuqn Yopwguned En: Uydd Spunwpwlninn Yubptbpp 
vey wiqwd bru §wunwantd bu wyn fpnnniepeup: 


Yay bybwt q”pwwvbph wnw Phu be bppnny bpbutbph youl bpunp- 
winp Se ll = Tare pandee bean ney: at Peann aed 
Upt ibnpweannn Yupybup Yuppubph Ynwy ywSywub, £ wyu, qnegt be 

Quint qupdwd yunqn:  @bwybu yup & bufunpby, np pepeanhe’ ann 
pun GnbiayBhu, wnwPhu bnbuh yunnbpunpybppu wnweby cbs yunnwu- 
fuwtuniniPbatp bEhu Jontuned: 


Van4uywgneng Yuhph wnwSpt tpbuh nuzup Yyouupnuned Ytuuwenp 
Uhuaopoatialh UES (qu Suywuneb; Thue nsuemee uray wf the 

U4wninid bu bpynr wudwig yunltpubp nn§ Swuwyny: Utywuwd wyu- 
nbn fnapwgpniwds Gu Qupby, fwqniipt be Upw wincupt Z6fnedp: be nw 


bs *ubeveng Suywunwup yundni ows ybowyw ge gia Se Unthpwpb- 
ae £ vntupn Surputwibwtn 1970 Be (ywiened & nnuduqhoncPowt 
audunid, qnypudunbwih phe 18,346): 
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wusGnpeyp ppnqneghru &, pwuh np pugybu ywywth & Upp hupwyh Swy- 
Guyws ybunifbwu npwlubph wnw?pu bnbub Ynwy pugh Qupb,-2bRnevh 
Pern eee tp, wamnliban cad E vhuyt mppwyajp: Tee wonh Ybuun- 
pnund wugtnan pwgh cwupwtuutbnn Yubph Ydpwy unyuytu dee bu yw 5- 
ywunri, nop adnewpuguned & muppbpulp npngnidp pum fuugh décipp: 
a J MEUPNYWIN-ehyy UI" yuiywiuncby Gu ™...NW..." umwnbpp: 
Ipudtp Unyuytu bqnupulnid & Yeuwinp gpPwuwhny: 


Cnupapn bpbup jnwzguh Ybuapnined Ykuwinp gpfwuwyp JEP yuu- 
aa E neat one pu Lon se UE ceb dws iit tae u- 
nhe ninfp fnnugnniwéd gqnniehrupg yu tywine norbuy p 
2benh(uy ob azhnynns 2u/an/3: ; 


Uysuyhund Yuppub wapwunntby; bu 2benew U-h (1226-1270 BE) 
qu Sulu ve phat se uneniee uae ra anadsgnaty af Oe eat 
Uhwinnuann: Qupb,-2bfnidt anutue nk Unpwy gin qnined wy pwnwph 
wuntun, napwbn upwip npnewqened thu: Uwhwyt 2bfned U-h quwfw- 
Gwyinifbut duvwtialy Ubu pwunwph apna Seen Juni *e unwPtw— 
yung, fbb. Swnuntf at faut ganepwingubnh qnynt@hcup wunbuby 
20 Yupbypp: Cun GpbenyPpu, puuuplininn Yupptbpn yunwuby by 

Upu punuph npwdoSwawpw pu: 


Quuywd Qupby-2bfnid wpdufhwy npuwd Upwenpn fnquplyneby £ 
euewhwu Gnu dwiwuwh, wyunewbuwyupe ywnqhy Guppubpp yunpwu- 
unvwu unnyq dudwiwhn Fuwnwenp ¢b, pwuh np Upwip ppun dugniwd 
bu: Uyn ewes Yuhputph fnewgnnidp paietat yuytutubet & 
be Ypwanniwd futbtunwawp Jb66 dwhwiwlwiwanewoh: fwoneth wabvb- 

ay Yuppubph pupdpwancbun Ywuwpnedp wy wkup & Yopuqnby Qupby- 
Son uuth quiwbuynifbws ulqpuwlwu duwtwuwywoppwupt, wyuhupu vpu- 
25t 1250-whwt @newhwuuepp: 


Pugytu tugnebg, Yupptbpn vbq bu Swuby purwhwi SJwonewd, uw- 
Yayu Gnlne Yuhpubph cugnewdnr@prup uuwppbp &: Swywup & np Yyo- 
pach quhen, apu width~wlwoonty puqniuned £ Uneptp fupnewdoubn 
with gnin & Sugencw pw tappbiptua: Uyn ywndwnny unye yuppub- 
end napneuqniwd wnwPpu Gpbuf Suufut Pat npudtbn §jwunhyntw bup w- 
LO;p gum pw Enlpnnpn: Uyn unpre Sbuwppppwhut uncoajubp & pb- 
paid U. Qnqnudp~ teaneé lbp nyg GU mwihu, nn qpadwSunupwib- 
pnaed nnuwh wnw3 pu. bpbup cE upon 
2-3 yuhpubnh Sbm: 


fubupyninn Yubpubpn quakwuned bu Upbcunyt qnpwl hu, suwhwyt 
Enupnpn bpbup upon Sul bvamupun ad gue & yu Sawer by : Cun 
Gpbinyfpu, Yopbh yupen vw2ncbynig youny pnneby & Unpny be 
ibuwquyned Gnaeus &; pwrwlwi bpywn bu bnby qnndwéniPbw ut): 


8utop Uviq yuynuh ft E 4Wubptubpp pug Gwuwywpind Ge bpp 
bu nantpu But peeiacucerines hes una J66 ndniwpnrepcuuanh 
fom En Ywyntwd unwug nnepuy pbpnidp wyunbnhg oe, puqiwupwytu, 


oquwqnnéenid £ &nlpnan tpbuh 


5. A. H. Sorpad, Ugniwd w2punwiup, £2 33: 
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Nat eae yundh En Guftupyined nnww Yanéngp dywyned bu Spu Say yu 
wu onfuuqnphnn: Ulupeup Gnoh 4 wnuwunwup onbuugqnph "“Surnwqu 
Huuwunwuag YuOwnug" (qyntf UY) wurned £2 thu qyw Foy uta Suunp gh 
Gt nputulappgu qdbnt Sunwiby Spudtwtwe popwiug : 


Voq fuuwd JES pululniBboudta Yuppubpn Yyuyned bb wyt cwupt 
np guwjwd opbuph uwidwiuwd yumpdvoph be fumnit@pcuubph, wytne- 
wibuwyupe qnwlwSunupwubaphg Yuppubp nnenpu Ehu pbpened: Vig 
wuburhu yayunup eau to GQuywgnienn Guppubnp yuyutwabplut umnyq 
Uatipentadhts n, pul upwug ywyununtbypn Suphqned, pun SAG eagwau 
wynuybu Ey Yn vuwy pawguywyuniud qunauhe: 


YUhpubpp nigwqnwe. bu twhe fppbig ywulbpwapyp urpnifbulp: 
Luho Forage Gpbuf dpwy pnpwqpniwd wnfhron pu new & nbyh 
dup: Uwhwyu Spwnwpwhniwd tap piowenn opfuwhtbph Ynwy unprép 
yumlonnewd — nbyh w? puyyng:’ Sbnbtwawn wyu Yuppubpny qpnewq= 
LG, Gu Qupby;-Zbfniwh nnwivbph wyuypuh Sppoulbline nannup pnug- 
uncd bu wyn 2upen Uap uwppbpulubpny: 


38niund Gp, np won if wuppbp fwuqupwutbpoed be vuutwenp 
fucupwoncuGpnid ywininn npwwubpph guppatl Yn ywyuntwpbpncp 
Qupb,-sbfnid annewqnedvbph be wyu mupptpwln: 


Vonkujwgninn Sujwawn Guppubpp wbd Uguiwlneepet neubu 
fugybu Upphupey ph qnwdwSwaniebowt neuncduwuppduu, unyuytu be 
fuunupbut npwtwqnpdénifbwy wawidpu fupgtph ywpqupwudw Sufup 
punsiutpmybu: 


Spa vip yonniwén ywuduby EfPup unywqpneftbwt, 1983 BR. Uwyf- 


oe dane pu ce ala ee ee ee pow by ne ke 
wy wuumun & 0 [Go ul. / - [t. . nGrwu, 3 qpnen, 
anuin ec coment uae E Yufpubph puntwunep yanlonn (mbu uywp 
233), Sbmbrowy Tae Sans ena ts (fwybptu, nnevbaku be utuqyb- 
pet), ono pipnid bup udpnngnifoudp. 

"Cnuot, Ubphypayned Swyyuyut ybunifPywu Fpvuwnhp Lodnu 
Pnepbuzywup quiukupnie@ywt munpubppg ywiywufud qpwdaSwune fey wu 
yupputp, anusny (¢njwup ye bu Engunynrd ywnhbpwugnanreywu Fuyw- 
nun nnuduopn: widned £ guywunwiup wywadni ey wu ars A ele 
Untv: Udhpby & Unewpn Guputwoywun (Suphq ji" Cou EP 318) 


Uh Yaqd Rnnubynyd wy Supgn ft frue Yow nivot wyu Yuppubpn 
bi, puniwipwybu, Ybphyawt npuduapn (ubu qnnwdubph Yfopwpunwnnne- 
@pcuubpp* thwn 224-2382) swywunwif nnwwkw gn fotunne ows 


6. Uphfup 4n2, hoe punuculh (Upbrws, 1975 B.) £2 33: 
7. &@ Ynchbut, & wu 2wywuunuwu witb (Upbttw, 1963 
Bs )y £2 67, peste woe a he 22-26: 
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Sum, U2bup, np anph fbnpuwhp wawig Yuppubpp poppe neuniduwup- 
peozpae anchy € Wnts upuwy npngnedp: 


U. GC. Yanuytnbws be 2. U, Pa aa sey 
pocwt 
Sujywuunwip Fwadne Pow Abowyws Putrquauts 


THE DIES OF A ZABEL-HETOUM TRAM 


(Summary) 


Very few dies are preserved from the ancient and medieval 
periods. The dies of Armenian coins are extremely rare. For 
this reason the medieval dies of Armenian coinage and their 
study are very important. 


The die of the obverse of the tram is engraved on the 
"anvil" (height 70 mm.) where the uppermost part is practically 
round and the bottom is a square (each side 40 mm.). In the 
center of the field of the die the mirror image of the obverse 
is engraved in a sunken housing (diameter 23 mm., depth 7 mm.). 
The reverse die (trussel) resembles a round bar length 90 mm., 
diameter 22 mm.) and the top is deformed from the blows of the 
hammer. 


On the obverse of the subject die the complete figures of 
two standing persons can be observed within a dotted circle; 
however, they are very poorly preserved. From the legend only 
three letters (M2) are legible. The reverse die (punch) is 
in a better state of preservation. The lion walking to left 
can be seen and, based on the preserved legend 2benn/u7 
/Us7un/Mr7 2UfBN78 (Hetoum King of Armenians}, the tram can 
be attributed to King Hetoum I (1226-1270). 


The die is also unique with its design where the lion is 
walking to left. All of the published specimens display the 
lion walking to right. It is hoped that this article will bring 
forth all the trams which belong to this variant. 


M. E. Karapetian and H. V. Sarkissian 


Yerevan 
State Museum of Armenian History 
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G. vVanputuGwispu 10-G-1983 fe. 
uU. UV. Ue Upbra 


Ybpbib aupbywi, 

Unwgu me Uudwin qnoiwé 1983 f@. Uupnf 238-pu: Com nipwpy 

ree Hs Qupb,-2bfned anwiubph Yuppubppu wnachpniwéd yonntwén Sue 

ua, €: 

Uuswlptp Yn uywubd 2bp qnpny ht Untppacwd U Gout bn yb- 
qncbuu npwube hh GRE nenupltp Gah caigh i iehau aiieatl toes 
gte, op juudubu ia. Vupuytu gunpswennned bu 2bq: 

on enbpu ywudtbgh nywanpntPowt Upypypowuh shawna pl unthp- 
wd puguin py Suunnh qonepepuas qQnupouwlwiun: Uy Yn nywapnrh 
Rwuetn 2wywunwup appeduece wluugnned: UYnndned be vpugbe Uby- 
abdpabn jpnyu Gn wbutE: 

: Qupb,-Zbeniwh nnuwh Yubpn nwkucpu chelu & Ge ywSined & 
Ubp Bwuqupwuntd: Loin fwquinph anu h Yupptvin qnyntBpru pne- 
Up: Swy apwdwqpowlwt gnigwiwuntup Pee nuyniud yonniwdé— 
Ubpned Uh pwuh wiuqut ene E, an **gnatgwnpened — Loent Puqu- 
enph Yuppubppus*: Uytytu ap Swyhalws qpudh Yuppubp wy (oeu 
eywy, Jon Spwnupwhwin chwlu E: 

ponseuaait/ ea yeipediennd Ljonnewotbp] gum phy Gu: Lue 
E np tntp Yqbpftpu vh pwup yonniwétbp qnbghp: Yu ty nqbenpnrb- 
gb, Gpbch 2-3 yonniwé qnbv: Unwnhn bu Undbowhwt gwywunwup w- 
nuff Pnwnpwlubph ne 2peugul ben? Jwuht qnpb,, ful yauny Uunn- 
gedieup panubph dwuft: frbp nevbd Swewpnewd whe by bntgulwu 
unduwhubph Yapwebpbw;,: sunywytu, neqned bo oy qundolws you- 
Guntbnp, aunts wiht nupdwi wyn nfwnpwitbnhp umbndévwt Suu: 

. 1983 @. Vupunpu Lapaumoth GhuntPhcuvbphp Uunbtpwy h ir 
null ne aqeqretey Puumpuntop ywatwlopytg Wet Soe tunuwgn pw: 
Ninupynid & puqhnp ot hnnugn us qounegnedubph pqburboo buy 
atuth Gpune qbynegned: Eup unchpnewd En Qupby-2bfnidp npwdh 
Yufpubphu. wyn qbunigdwi UJowiniwd onfiwlp nenupyby Gd 2bq: 

P4pnpn qouncgnidp Swywunwth nnutalwt asnswuwnnt Pow cvwuhu 

op §fandEwhwu nwpwenfpwuned: Pugytu qhutp Ab odabat, sw ywunw hg 

Up qpbPt upt@bp gneubup, YbpPbpu umugnewd nnwdtbpp vbq Sudup 
Juynunct#theu nupdwt be pwrwhwi ywnquawthg guywunwth npwd agp Pu 
uwantPbwu puniwuntp ywnkbpn wun qupwapfpwuntd: hid Ywpdppny, 
quundvubwo 2wywunwih npwd ww Rid uliutine Brot wEnp & puuby wyuun- 
Uulywt dutvwtwhwappwupu Sutwyunwupwt uwStdwutbpned: owunopty 
Upueoe wydd nywanniwé w2epwantepeuvbpned 2ayuunwif nnwdagpswow- 
nnt(heup Spduniwd & Undbuwhwt guywunwth nupwéphg i ela Ss A at 
Upe@opfhg: hu wyn uprfnd Vhwyu eh yupbyh boplwy wgt L npudugp- 
fwuwnniPowt ywnkbnn Supgtph tphe pungnydudp: 

flequpyned bu fu yonntwétbnhg VEYh yemtkun, nywqpnewd 1979 
@. Ge tpw waunpwhap: linupyned bt whe bnbp wpunpwlutbn 9. Sh- 
pwgbwuh, U. 3wlnpbwup be D. copniubuth yonniwovbph Ybpwpbpbwy: 

Rupbrubpu ywynubgtp 2bp mplun? Uswifmpl oe tpbpwibppu: 

Sind supquiupubnny, 
2tnn- 


2bunh Uwnqubwt 


Editor's Note: This LETTER was received on May 24, 1983. We are 
very grateful to Henry Sarkissian for informing us that the dies 
of the tram of King Levon I should be attributed to Zabel-Hetoun. 
See Armenian Numismatic Journal, Vol. VI (1980), No. 3, pp. 31, 33. 
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AN ARMENIAN ANTONINE DEVOTIONAL MEDAL 


"Jesus said unto him, ‘If thou wilt be 
perfect, go and Sell that thou hast, and 
give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven: and come and follow 
me.''' Matthew, XIX, 21 


The subject of this note is a rounded (18.5 mm.), looped 
(transverse), bronze (5.41 g.), devotional medal of late eight- 
eenth or early nineteenth century fabric found by the author in 
London in 1976. 


The obverse depicts (Plate II) a half-length cowled bearded 
male figure facing half-left absorbed in reading in front of a 
table on which there are, from left to right, a crucifix, a lam, 
and a bell. Hanging from his left wrist is a rosary. Beneath 
the rosary and to the table's left is a pig (only the head is 
depicted) looking at the crucifix. Peering malevolently over 
the male figure's left shoulder is a winged horned demon. The 
parent legend, beginning at nine o'clock, is in Armenian script 
Up Swyp Utunl transliterating "Sb Hayr iitcal Ge: Aebe Anchiony). 


The reverse depicts in the lower field the flames of either 
Hell or Purgatory amid which are six grim looking heads and skulls, 
coffins, and a one quarter-length bearded male figure facing right, 
and reaching up into the upper field where are seen clouds on 
which rests a rayed chalice above which is a rayed host. 


This Saint Abbot Anthony seems to be St. Anthony of Egypt, 
surnamed Abbas or Abbot, the first Christian monk, and organizer 
and father of Christian monasticism, who undertook a life of 
ascetism and austerity, torturing his body in order to sanctify 
his soul. His feast day is 17 January. 


Born in 250 into a wealthy Christian family from the village 
of Coma (district of Bush in the province of Beni Suef) in the 
territorial division of Heracleopolis, in upper Egypt, Anthony 
was orphaned at about the age of twenty. On hearing in church 
the words of the Gospel of St. Matthew (xix, 21), he renounced 
the world, sold his estate, and distributed the proceeds to the 
poor. He kept back only what was necessary for the maintenance 
of a younger sister, whom he entrusted to a community of religious 
women before crossing the Nile into the eastern desert. 


It would appear that his introduction to ascetic monasticism 
came from an aged solitary whom he met in the desert. Later te 
went off by himself to some caves at some distance from his vil- 
lage. For almost eighty-five years he went deeper and deeper into 
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the desert, fasted for longer and longer periods of time, and led 
a harsher and more severe life, all the while his bouts with the 
demons who plagued him becoming more and more spectacular. As an 
"athlete of Christ," stories of his holiness and power over demons 
spread far and wide so that even Athanasius the Great (2937-373), 
a Greek Father of the Church, came to sit at his feet, eventually 
to become his biographer. Also the Emperor Constantine the Great 
(2807-337) wrote him asking for prayers. Here in the district 
of Pispir, now Der el-Memun, opposite Arsione in the Fayyum, many 
disciples came to seek his spiritual guidance and to live in 
caves near him. 


St. Anthony came down from his cave overlooking the Red Sea 
only twice — once in 311 to assist Christian prisoners with 
material and spiritual help during the last persecution of Maximus 
(308-314) and again in 338 to uphold the Athanasian cause against 
the remnants of Arianism. 


When he felt his end approaching, he took his two companions, 
Macarius and Amathas, and retired into solitude, dying in 356 on 
the mountain that now has a monastery with his name (Der Mat 
Antonios). 


In religious art, St. Anthony is frequently associated with 
a T-shaped cross (Tau-cross or St. Anthony's cross) and a pig, 
the latter having become his companion in his solitude. The 
reader may be interested to know that the smallest pig in a lit- 
ter is termed the Anthony pig,and is usually devoted to St. An- 
thony as the patron of swineherds. The pig and the legion of 
demons that came to tempt Anthony have provided fertile soil for 
the amusing sketches of the French engraver Jacques Callot (1592- 
1635) as well as the groetesqueries of several Flemish painters. 


We may ask ourselves what a Coptic saint is doing on an Ar- 
menian medal. Among the religious orders of the Oriental rite 
that took St. Anthony of Egypt as their guide and inspiration 
were the Lebanese Order of St. Anthony, the Aleppian Maronites of 
St. Anthony, the Maronite Antonine Order of St. Isaia, and the 
Chaldean Antonines of St. Hormisdas. In addition, included under 
the term Antonine, but no longer existent, were the Antonines of 
the Latin Rite, the Ethiopian Antonines, and the Armenian Antonines. 
Regarding the last, 


"Four brothers, Armenian Catholics who lived in Aleppo, established a 
monastic institute in 1705 and founded the monastery of St. Salvator 

at Creim, near Beirut, Lebanon. An attempt to join their group to the 
Mechitarists of Venice failed, and the congregation adopted (1752) the 
Rule of St. Anthony after the manner of the Maronite Antonines. Clement 
XIII approved the constitutions in 1761 and transferred the novitate to 
Rome. The monks never exceeded 60, and their number declined after 
they went to schism during the politico-religious troubles (1869-80) 
under the rule of the Armenian Patriarch and Cardinal Anthony Hassoun 
(1809-84), The former library of these Antonines is conserved in the 
Armenian Institute at Bzommar, Lebanon." 
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To these we may add the Benedictine Armenian Antonines, re- 
ferred to above as Mechitarists, members of an Armenian Catholic 
monastic organization that follow the Benedictine rule. These 
were founded in 1701 at Constantinople by Mechitar. 


"Father Stephen Melkonen, who was elected superior general in 1750, re- 
vised the constitutions, This move, although approved by the Congregation 
for the Propagation of the Faith in 1762, was opposed by a segment of the 
congregation. The failure of a general chapter (1772) to restore peace 
occasioned division into two groups, one center in Venice, Italy; the 
other in Vienna, Austria. Both groups work for a renaissance of the Ar- 
menian people through education and preaching and have a similar form of 
government, ruled by an abbot general and his assistants." 


Either of these Orders might have issued this medal which 
forms an interesting witness to Armenian religious devotion. It 
would be useful to know if similar pieces exist elsewhere and 
when and under what circumstances they were issued. 


R. J. Hébert 
Rockville, Maryland 
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